@Congress of the United States
Washington, BE 20515

May 23, 2018

The Honorable Mike Pompeo
Secretary of State

U.S. Department of State
2301 C Street NW
Washington, DC 20522

Dear Secretary Pompeo,

As you begin your tenure as Secretary of State, we write to you today as Members of the
Bipartisan Taskforce for Combating Anti-Semitism gravely concerned about the issue of rising
global anti-Semitism. We urge you to fill the position of Special Envoy to Monitor and Combat
Anti-Semitism at the U.S. Department of State. Prioritizing this important role would bolster the
United States’ ability to monitor and combat anti-Semitism abroad and send a strong message to
the international community that the U.S. remains committed to fighting the scourge of anti-
Semitism.

In addition to the vacancy of the Special Envoy, there have also been no staff assigned to
the Oftice to Monitor and Combat Anti-Semitism since May 2017. Without a Special Envoy, the
United States lacks the focus of a person solely dedicated to spearheading our important
diplomatic efforts in the fight against anti-Semitism. Appointing this important position will
make clear to foreign governments that combating anti-Semitism remains an American priority
and that the U.S. maintains its traditional leadership in the fight.

Anti-Semitic views, rhetoric, and threats to the safety and security of Jewish communities
are on the rise around the globe. Violent anti-Semitic extremist groups, now closely connected
through the internet, are borrowing and refining strategies and tactics from each other. In Europe,
anti-Semitic sentiments and violence have skyrocketed, including murders, physical harassment
of Jews, demonization of Israel and its supporters, and Holocaust distortion. According to the
Kantor Center for the Study of Contemporary European Jewry at Tel Aviv University, “Europe’s
largest Jewish communities are experiencing a normalization and mainstreaming of anti-
Semitism not seen since the Second World War.” As history has repeatedly shown, anti-
Semitism is often the “canary in the coal mine” that preludes the rise of other forms of bigotry
and prejudice.

In 2004, Congress passed the Global Anti-Semitism Review Act with strong bipartisan
support. This legislation - through provisions authored by Taskforce Co-Chair Rep. Chris Smith
- created the Special Envoy and its office, which are tasked to monitor worldwide anti-Semitism
trends; document incidents; consult with domestic and international non-governmental
organizations; coordinate efforts with partners in the European Union, the Organization for
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Security and Cooperation in Europe, the United Nations, and elsewhere; and support endangered
Jewish communities around the world.

Since early 2017, bipartisan members of the House and Senate have called on the
Administration to fill this position as quickly as possible. Additionally, the Omnibus
Appropriations bills for Fiscal Years 2017 and 2018 included directives, authored by Task Force
Co-Chair Rep. Nita Lowey, urging the Administration to prioritize the appointment of this
position and to provide funding for the efforts of the Special Envoy’s office. Yet, despite these
bipartisan, bicameral efforts, the position and office remain vacant.

You are assuming the Secretary of State role during a time of many great challenges to
international stability and U.S. national security. Nonetheless, we urge you to prioritize the swift
appointment of a Special Envoy to Monitor and Combat Anti-Semitism and to provide the
necessary resources for this critical work. This appointment would demonstrate the commitment
of the United States to Jewish communities around the world and to the fight against the
persistent evil of anti-Semitism. We look forward to working with you to make this a reality.
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Member of Congress Member of Congress
Eliot L. Engel [leana Ros-Lehtinen
Member of Congress Member of Congress
Theodore E. Deutch Granger
Member of Congress Member of Congress

Marc Veasey
Member of C
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Cosigners (Listed in Alphabetical Order):

Rick Allen

Donald Bacon

Jim Banks

Nanette Diaz Barragan
Don Beyer

Gus M. Bilirakis
Suzanne Bonamici
Brendan F. Boyle
Robert A. Brady
10. Julie Brownley

11. Vern Buchanan

12. Salud O. Cabajal
13. Michael Capuano
14. Kathy Castor

15. Joaquin Castro

16. Steve Chabot

17. Judy Chu

18. David N. Cicilline
19. Katherine Clark
20. Yvette D. Clarke
21. Steve Cohen

22. Barbara Comstock
23. Gerald E. Connolly
24. Charlie Crist

25. Joe Crowley

26. Carlos Curbelo

27. Susan Davis

28. John K. Delaney
29. Suzan DelBene

30. Theodore E. Deutch
31. Mario Diaz-Balart
32. Daniel M. Donovan, Jr.
33. Mike Doyle

34, Keith Ellison

35. Eliot L. Engel

36. Anna G. Eshoo

37. Adriano Espaillat
38. John J. Faso

39. Brian Fitzpatrick
40. Chuck Fleischmann
41. Bill Foster

42. Lois Frankel

43. Josh Gottheimer
44. Kay Granger
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Gene Green
Michelle Lujan Grisham
Glenn Grothman
Alcee L. Hastings
James Himes
Eleanor Holmes Norton
Hakeem Jeffries
David P. Joyce
Marcy Kaptur
Joseph P. Kennedy, III
Ro Khanna

Derek Kilmer

Ron Kind

Peter T. King

Raja Krishnamoorthi
Ann McLane Kuster
Leonard Lance
Barbara Lee

Sander Levin

John Lewis

Ted Lieu

Daniel Lipinski

Zoe Lofgren

Alan Lowenthal
Nita M. Lowey
Tom MacArthur
Carolyn B. Maloney
Brian Mast

Michael T. McCaul
James P. McGovern
Gregory Meeks
Grace Meng

Seth Moulton
Jerrold Nadler
Grace F. Napolitano
Richard E. Neal
Donald Norcross
Beto O'Rourke
Frank Pallone, Jr.
Bill Pascrell, Jr.
Chellie Pingree
Mark Pocan

Jared Polis

Mike Quigley
Jamie Raskin
Kathleen M. Rice
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. Thomas J. Rooney

Jacky Rosen

Ileana Ros-Lehtinen
Dennis A. Ross

Keith J. Rothfus
Edward R. Royce

Tim Ryan

John Sarbanes

Jan Schakowsky

Adam Schiff
Bradley S. Schneider
Jose E. Serrano

Brad Sherman
Kyrsten Sinema
Albio Sires
Christopher H. Smith
Chris Stewart
Thomas R. Suozzi
Eric Swalwell

Mark Takano

Juan Vargas

Marc Veasey

Nydia M. Veladzquez
Debbie Wasserman Schultz
Randy Weber

Brad Wenstrup

Joe Wilson

Rob Woodall

John Yarmuth

Lee Zeldin
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